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Noted Legal Educator Succumbs to Illness 
Ronald H. Maudsley, distinguished professor of law at 
the University of San Diego and internationally known legal 
scholar, succumbed to a long illness at his San Diego home 
on Monday, September 28. 
A native of England, Maudsley received his bachelor of 
laws degree from the University of Birmingham, the bachelor 
of common law and master of arts degrees from Oxford, and 
the doctor of juridical science from Harvard Law School. 
He served on the faculty of the University of Oxford for 
20 years, moving on to the University of London in 1966, the 
year he made his first visit to the USD School of Law, 
visiting again in 1970, 1975, and 1976. He also served as 
visiting professor of law at the University of Miami, the 
Univer si ty of Chicago, Cornell, and Notre Dame. In 1977, he 
emigrated to the United States and began teaching fall 
semesters at New York Law School and spring semesters at 
the University of San Diego School of Law. 
Prof. Maudsley's treatise, "Modern Equity," which he 
co-authored with Prof. Hanbury, is universally regarded as 
the authoritative work on the British law of trusts and 
estates. Maudsley also co-authored two casebooks, one on 
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land law and the other on trusts and trustees. These and 
other works played a major role in influencing the integration 
of taxation considerations into the teaching of wills and 
trusts. 
Recipient of an honorary doctor of laws degree from 
the University of Birmingham, his alma mater, in 1975, 
Maudsley was honored with the same degree in 1978 by the 
University of San Diego. President Author E. Hughes, 1n 
conferring the degree, observed that "While Professor 
Maudsley's achievements can be documented on paper, his love 
for teaching and for his students is something that can only 
be felt in the heart. His courses are continually over-
subscribed by students eager for the chance to learn from 
a master. He has been immensely popular with students, 
faculty, and staff. As his colleagues, we are grateful 
for the opportunity to learn from the example he has set 
for us, both inside and outside the classroom." 
Maudsley is surv i ved by his wife and three 
children. 
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